Local Events

National Events

Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board Meetings

September 2019
25-27th
ICCFA
Executive Leadership Summit
Hyatt Regency Tamaya
Santa Ana Pueblo, NM

2019 Meeting Dates
Tuesday, October 8th
Please note:
Meetings will typically be held at the
State Board Offices at
800 NE Oregon St, Suite 430
in Portland at 9 AM.
For official location information,
you can contact the OMCB at 971.673.1500

Funeral Service Practitioner &
Death Care Consultant
Exam Schedule
(Exams Held At The Portland State Office Building)

Dates TBA

OFDA Events
September District Dinner & Meeting
September 19th
Medford
November District Dinner & Meeting
November 14th
Eugene
January 2020 District Dinner & Meeting
January 28th
Portland
2020 Convention
April 14-17th
Seaside Convention Center
Seaside, Oregon
CAO Events
2019 Fall Conference
October 17-18th
Hood River, Oregon

October 2019
27-30th
NFDA
2019 Annual Convention & Expo
Chicago, IL
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July/August 2019

November 2019
11-12th
CFSA
Annual Conference & Trade Show
Indianapolis, IN
January 2020
15-17th
ICCFA
Wide World Of Sales
Luxor Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV
February 2020
22-26th
NFDA
Cremation Conference & Business Conference
Tradewinds Island Grand Resort
St. Pete Beach, FL
March 2020
10-12th
NFDA
Meet The Mentors
Emory Conference Center
Atlanta, GA
April 2020
3-5th
NFDA
Advocacy Summit
The Mayflower Hotel
Washington DC
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Have You Participated In The
GPL Survey Yet?
Reprinted from NFDA.org
NFDA is conducting the latest in its series of biennial General Price List
Surveys to ensure that we have current, relevant information about the
state of funeral service business practices today. We would be most
grateful if you would take a few minutes now to complete the survey.
In appreciation of your time, at the end of the survey, you may enter to win
one of ten $50 American Express gift cards.
All responses are anonymous and are used only in combination with all
other NFDA member responses for statistical analysis and reporting
purposes.
NFDA members can take the survey by clicking the following link:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/2019_NFDA_General_Price_List_Study

Published bi-monthly
by the
Oregon Funeral
Directors Association
12725 SW 66th Ave.
Suite 105
Portland OR 97223
(503) 639.1186
Portions of this newsletter
are taken from other
sources and may not
represent all available data
or be complete statements.
An attorney or accountant
should be consulted on any
legal or tax matters.
Conclusions are based on
our best analysis of
industry information
sources.
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Board of Directors
Directors
Jason Widing
Redmond

President’s Letter

Executive Director’s Letter

I hope you all have been having a wonderful
summer. The district meeting was well attended in
Pendleton and good times were had by those that
were there. I was unable to be there as I was in
Texas with my kids visiting friends who had just
moved there - things really are BIGGER in TEXAS.

It is hard to believe we are in August and the
schools will be opening again in a couple of weeks.
Time is flying this year. I hope that everyone has
enjoyed the summer and had the opportunity to
take some time off and relax. This certainly is a
difficult business to do that in, but even more
important to actually take some time to get away
from the stress and recharge.

I would like to thank Wally Ordeman for his efforts
lobbying for the OFDA during the legislative
session that just ended. The tireless hours he puts
in on top of running his funeral home are very
much appreciated by all of us.
Our next district meeting is coming up in Medford
on Thursday, September 19th and I hope to see
you there. Please be safe and enjoy the last few
weeks of summer.
Rob Neff
OFDA President

The OFDA went to Pendleton Red Lion for the July
District Meeting last month. We were joined by 27
members and guests for the evening who received
updates on legislative, NFDA, OFDA and OMCB
issues. I would like to thank those in attendance
for giving of their time to attend and providing
input for the good of the industry.

The OFDA will be conducting our upcoming
District Meetings as follows;
Medford on September 19th
Eugene on November 14th
Portland on January 28th.
Please annotate your calendars and attend if you
can. If you have any suggestions as to the
discussion at these meetings, please forward them
me at the OFDA.
Thank you for your support,
Rick

Natasha Steele
Stayton
Lonnie Beeler
Portland
Jeff Musgrove
Eugene
Gene Drake
Medford

Executive Director
Rick Harvey

Lobbyist
Wally Ordeman
Ordeman Lobby Services,
LLC
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Oregon Heritage Grant Is Now
Open For Applications!

19 States Now Permit
Alkaline Hydrolysis

Reprinted from an Oregon Heritage Press Release

Reprinted from NFDA’s The Director magazine, August 2019

The Oregon Heritage Commission is offering grants for
qualified projects for the conservation, development and
interpretation of Oregon's cultural heritage. Awards typically
range between $5,000 and $20,000. Projects can include
anything related to Oregon heritage, and priority will be given
to projects that preserve, develop or interpret threatened
heritage resources or heritage resources of statewide
significance.

Washington’s recently passed bill, which made it the first state
to permit human composting, also made it the 19th state in
the nation to permit the use of alkaline hydrolysis to process
human remains.

The grant application deadline is October 1, 2019.
Projects may include theatrical performances, collections
preservation and access, exhibits, oral history projects, public
education events, organizational archives projects, films and
more. Previously funded projects included a variety of projects
around the state.
Past projects included:
• Chetco Historical Memorial Committee installed an interpretive area in partnership with local Tribes.
• The High Desert Museum revamped their spring education program to include more diverse stories.
• Linn County Museum partnered with Oregon Black Pioneers to incorporate African American history in the permanent exhibit.
• Cascade AIDS Project collected oral histories and made
them accessible.
• Oregon Nikkei Endowment digitized, translated and made
available online historical newspapers and Japanese American internment related FBI documents.
• The Vanport Mosaic Festival collected and presented the
history of the Albina neighborhood in Portland.
“We hope to see projects from a variety of organizations that
engage Oregonians in heritage,” states Kuri Gill, heritage
grants program coordinator. “We encourage the
documentation, preservation and exploration of all aspects of
Oregon’s heritage.”
Applications are submitted online. There is plenty of support
for preparing them.
“Our goal is to support organizations of all sizes all over the
state in their valuable work. We provide assistance in the
application process,” notes Gill. Oregon Heritage grants
programs staff is happy to discuss projects and review
applications in advance.
To learn more about the grants,
visit www.oregonheritage.org or contact Kuri Gill
at Kuri.Gill@oregon.gov or 503-986-0685.

The Communicator

Page 18

The Communicator

Even though the number of states permitting the process
continues to increase, the public’s awareness of alkaline
hydrolysis is not. According to preliminary numbers from the
2019 NFDA Consumer Awareness and Preferences Survey,
just 7.5% of respondents are aware of the process; that
number has stayed relatively flat over the past five years of
the study.
T. Scott Gilligan, NFDA general counsel, noted that over the
past few years, several state legislatures have had alkaline
hydrolysis bills introduced. “A bill in Ohio was defeated in
2012 after it passed the Senate but never got out of the
committee in the House because the Catholic Conference of
Bishops voiced opposition to it,” he said. “New Hampshire
originally passed a law in 2008 allowing alkaline hydrolysis;
the law was later repealed and a 2013 effort to pass a new
bill failed.” An earlier effort in New York failed and has not
been reintroduced.
Gilligan added that in 2017, bills to legalize alkaline hydrolysis
were introduced in Indiana, Utah, and Washington. “Indiana’s
bill failed and Utah’s bill passed in 2018,” he said.
“Washington’s bill initially failed but was reintroduced as SB
5001 and passed in 2019” (this is the same legislation that
allows organic natural reduction or human composting).
Following are the states that allow alkaline hydrolysis and the
respective years in which the legislation was passed:
Alabama, 2017
California, 2017 (effective July 2020)
Colorado, 2011
Florida, 2010
Georgia, 2012
Idaho, 2013
Illinois, 2012
Kansas, 2010
Maine, 2009
Maryland, 2011
Minnesota, 2006
Missouri, 2016
Nevada, 2017 (effective 2018)
North Carolina, 2018
Oregon, 2009
Utah, 2018
Vermont, 2014
Washington, 2019 (effective May 2020)
Wyoming, 2014
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The Dodge Company Welcomes Help Wanted:
Sean Sweetman To Its Team Of Waud’s Funeral Home
Sales Representatives
Funeral director job opening, Waud’s Funeral Home in
Reprinted from a Dodge Co. Press Release, 8/8/2019
The Dodge Company is pleased to announce the addition of
Sean Sweetman to its team of sales representatives.
Sean, a graduate of the Worsham College of Mortuary Science,
Class of 1990, has been a licensed funeral director and
embalmer in Illinois since 1993. Prior to joining Dodge in March,
Sean was employed by Sax-Tiedemann Funeral Home and
Crematorium where he proved himself to be a skilled embalmer.
If Sean’s onsite training in Billerica and his initial reception by
the funeral service practitioners of Chicagoland and the
surrounding area are any indication, he is sure to do well in
providing excellent service and advice to the funeral service
practitioners in his territory.
While some may have thought it would be incredibly difficult for
anyone to follow in the footsteps of Jack Adams, Sean has a
distinct advantage as he has worked along side Jack as a
Clinical Instructor of Anatomy Dissection and Embalming at
Worsham College for many years, during which time he has
learned much about Dodge, its products, and many of Jack’s
embalming techniques. Accordingly, Sean is a skilled embalmer,
has an excellent background in Dodge’s philosophy and the
need to be able to provide quality service to its clients.
Sean currently serves as President of the North American
Division of the British Institute of Embalmers. Additionally, he is
the co-author of Creating Natural Form, a new restorative art
text. When not on the road meeting with Dodge clients and
helping them tackle difficult embalming situations, there is
nothing he enjoys more than spending time with his wife and
three children and listening to good music and fishing.
Sean is committed to keeping his finger firmly on the pulse on
the ever-changing world of funeral service, noting that “if we
teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s students, we
rob them of tomorrow.”
Tim Collison, Dodge’s Chief Operating Officer, said “Sean comes
to Dodge with a great funeral service background, not only in the
funeral home, but also in education. His energy and enthusiasm
are contagious, and I know he will do well by his customers and
Dodge. We’re very pleased to have him aboard.”
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Tillamook, Oregon. Smaller coastal community, 260-300 calls
per year, high percentage of cremation
Job Description:
Making funeral and prearrangements with families
On call removals
Crematory operation
Housekeeping and some maintenance as necessary
Any job duties as needed.
Requirements:
Current licensed funeral director
Good communication skills
Ability to make removals
Have a valid driver’s license
Good computer skills
Competitive salary and benefits
Interested applicants can email resumes to
mwaud7@yahoo.com

ASD Releases Exclusive Texting
Solution For On-Call Directors
Reprinted from NFDA’s The Director magazine, August 2019
Answering Service For Directors recently announced the
release of its ASD Mobile 4 app to the Apple App Store and the
official launch of an exclusive texting solution for on-call
funeral directors. MobileFH Texting allows ASD clients to send
and receive text messages using the funeral home’s main
business number as the sending number. This innovative
technology empowers funeral professionals to be responsive
to families without sacrificing their privacy. MobileFH also
allows funeral homes owners and managers to easily review
staff message exchanges with families, as all text messages,
photos, and important documents are stored safely within the
ASD Mobile app.
For more information, visit www.myasd.com
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HBO Documentary Explores
Unique End-Of-Life Options
Reprinted from a Press Release on NFDA.org, 8/9/19
On Wednesday, August 14, a new documentary, Alternate
Endings: Six New Ways to Die In America, debuted on HBO.
The documentary, which is fully described in the news release
from HBO below, explores the creative, yet deeply personal
and meaningful, ways six families chose to commemorate the
lives of people they love. The documentary also highlights
NFDA. Documentary producers spent time at the 2017 NFDA
International Convention & Expo in Boston learning about the
funeral service profession and the important work that you do
to help families honor the lives of people who have died.
Producers interviewed a number of funeral directors; comments from NFDA Spokesperson Kurt Soffe of Jenkins-Soffe
Mortuary in Murray, UT, were included in the documentary.
Producers also interviewed and featured comments from a
few NFDA Convention exhibitors in the documentary.
Alternate Endings: Six New Ways to Die In America Exploring
the Innovative Ways Americans Approaching End Of Life, Debuts August 14, Exclusively on HBO
Directed and produced by Perri Peltz and Matthew O’Neill
(HBO’s “Axios”), Alternate Endings: Six New Ways to Die In
America, debuting Wednesday, August 14th, offers a fascinating look at the varied ways Americans are choosing to both
find meaning and celebrate life as it comes to an end.
The documentary will also be available on HBO NOW, HBO GO,
HBO On Demand and partners’ streaming platforms.
With attitudes about death and end-of-life choices rapidly
changing, 2018 was the first time more Americans chose cremation over more expensive, traditional burials, disrupting the
$16 billion a year funeral industry. As the baby boomer generation approaches death, more and more people are rethinking the ways end of life is recognized and are deciding to take
control of what will happen when they die. Touching and heartfelt, the documentary spotlights a subject some might rather
avoid, and presents it in a positive and thought-provoking
manner – featuring stories of empowerment instead of avoidance.
Alternate Endings tells six stories of people nearing death and
of family members of the recently deceased, who have chosen
non-traditional end-of-life options and remembrances, from
celebrations of life and living wakes, to green burials, extraterrestrial burials and more. Profoundly intimate and illuminating,
the film explores what it means to be near death, either from
age or terminal illness, and captures the healing power of honoring, giving thanks, and staying true to loved ones who have
passed away.
Leila Johnson traveled to the Gulf of Mexico with her mother
and aunt to place her father’s cremated remains in a memorial coral reef, a fitting tribute for a man who loved the ocean.
After meeting with the director of Memorial Reef International
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who explains how the memorials create new habitats for
ocean life devastated by dying coral, an emotional Leila mixes
her father’s ashes with cement, adding a family photo she
says will keep him company. The next morning, the cement
reef is dropped in the ocean and Leila scuba dives to the seafloor to say a final goodbye, believing her father’s life has been
given added meaning.
Guadalupe Cuevas, in San Antonio, Texas, has terminal cancer
and is in renal failure. Guadalupe’s son and daughter, Guadalupe, Jr. and Alicia, are planning a living wake for their father,
who says, “I’m going to feel like the luckiest person in the
world” because his wife, kids and grandkids will all be with
him at the gathering. On the day of the event, friends and family enjoy food and music and make emotional tributes to Guadalupe. On their decision to have a living wake, Guadalupe, Jr.
says they wanted to make sure that “the guy who’s leaving
knows he’s loved.” Guadalupe died peacefully on July 7, 2018
at the age of 80.
Barbara Jean, in Austin, Texas, has pancreatic cancer and is
planning her green burial, an environmentally-friendly alternative to traditional burial. Barbara travels to Eloise Woods Back
to Nature Burials with her best friend TJ to pick out Barbara’s
burial plot. Describing the process in which TJ will wash her
body after she dies, Barbara says she’s overwhelmed by the
unconditional love she feels. On April 28, 2018, Barbara died
peacefully at home. Later, her friends and family wrap her
body in biodegradable cloth and carry her to where she’ll be
buried in a shallow grave next to a newly planted tree.
Sara Snider Green has chosen a space burial for her father
“Tuna”, who she says was fascinated by space and time
travel. Sara, her two kids and family friend Lisa are one of
forty-five families who have come to Sierra County, New Mexico, to memorialize their loved ones by sending their cremated
remains into space. Hitching a ride as a “secondary payload”
with NASA, the families cheer as the rocket with the ashes of
their loved ones is launched into space.
Dick Shannon, a former Silicon Valley engineer in Grass Valley,
California, has terminal cancer. Having exhausted his treatment options, Dick has decided to use “medical aid in dying” (MAID), a legal procedure in the state. At a doctor’s visit,
Dick and his wife learn the parameters for how he should take
the drug cocktail that will end his life. Six months later, with
his lungs failing, Dick hosts a get-together of close friends to
say goodbye, and later shares a last dinner with his family.
With his loved ones at his side, Dick died on his own terms on
May 1, 2018. He was 76.
Emily and Ryan Matthias, in Van Meter, Iowa, had a five-yearold son Garrett who was diagnosed with terminal cancer in
2017. When Garrett died, his parents respected his wishes
not to have a funeral and instead held a party, a celebration of
life, which took place ten days after his death. The event had
everything that Garrett wanted – bouncy houses, snow cones
and lots of kids having fun.
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Prevent Costly OSHA Fines
Reprinted from NFDA.org, 8/16/2019
OSHA's no-cost, confidential On-Site Consultation Program
offers employers an opportunity to find out about potential
health and safety hazards in the workplace, improve programs
that are already in place and potentially qualify for a one-year
exemption from routine OSHA inspections.
Primarily intended for to small- and medium-sized businesses,
consultation services are available in all 50 states, the District
of Columbia, and several U.S. territories, with priority given to
high-hazard work sites.
This program is completely separate from the OSHA inspection
and enforcement efforts and do not result in penalties or citations. Consultants from state agencies or universities work
with employers to identify workplace hazards, provide advice
for compliance with OSHA standards, and assist in establishing and improving safety and health programs.

Seeking Input from U.S.
Funeral Directors

The Mt. Hood Funeral Service Program Needs Your Help!

Reprinted from NFDA.org, 8/2/2019
Funeral directors like you play a critical role in protecting the
public’s health by ensuring that death certificates are filled out
completely and accurately. Data from these death certificates
are crucial to help experts identify and respond to disease
trends. However, previous research has shown that American
Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) people are often
“misclassified” on death certificates.
The National Council or Urban Indian Health (NCUIH) would
like to learn from your expertise on working with families and
filling out death certificates. With the support of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), NCUIH is seeking
input from funeral directors across the nation to better understand how the collection of demographic information works in
practice.

The consultation is confidential and will not be reported routinely to the OSHA inspection staff. No citations or penalties
will be issued and your only obligation is to correct serious job
safety and health hazards – a commitment which you are expected to make prior to the actual visit, and carry out in a
timely manner.

You can help inform this critical work by answering a few short
questions on your experience.

Using OSHA's no-cost consultation service lowers injury and
illness rates, ultimately saving both employers and employees
from the cost of accidents while raising morale and increasing
productivity rates.

House Repeals “Cadillac Tax”

To learn more, visit the OSHA website, https://www.osha.gov/
dcsp/smallbusiness/consult.html.

The U.S. House of Representatives last week voted to repeal
the “Cadillac tax” on high-cost, employer-provided health insurance.

Please visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LMPDTQH

Mt. Hood Community College Funeral Services Program has a
consistent need for bodies so students can get the necessary
personal experience in the lab (embalming, other preparation).
Transportation reimbursement is now available!
MHCC will pay $150.00 each way. Funeral homes can use this
program to offer free embalming to families - and the families
can know they are helping a great educational facility where
our new or future funeral directors and embalmers learn their
profession. If you bring us a body for embalming, and then
pick it up again, you can bill the college for $300.00.
It is essential that written permission
from the family be obtained
before bringing any bodies to the lab.

Reprinted from NFDA’s Memorial Business Journal,
7/25/2019

The voting margin was 419-6. The tax, unpopular among both
Democrats and Republicans, would impose a 40% excise tax
beginning in 2022 on employer-provided health plans that
exceed $11,200 for an individual and $30,100 for a family.
The goal of the tax initially was to keep healthcare costs down
and help pay for the Affordable Care Act, but even congressional Democrats now say the tax would primarily hurt working
families that have health coverage through their jobs.

Indigent bodies may be embalmed as well.
For more information, contact Terri Makinson at
503.419.7967

Repealing the tax will add to the growing national deficit. According to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, it was
estimated that its repeal would add $197 billion to the deficit
over 10 years.
A Senate version of the bill has bipartisan support, but Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has not yet said whether or
when he will bring it up for a vote.

We will be accepting bodies for lab again
starting in late September
The Communicator
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Senate Likely To Take Up Tax
Extenders Later This Year
Reprinted from NFDA.org, 8/16/2019
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Charles Grassley (R-IA)
released reports this week from three of the six task forces he
charged with examining tax extenders.
Grassley initially said the task forces would report their findings by the end of June. Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR), the ranking
Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee, and Grassley are
hoping for solutions on which of the tax breaks should be consolidated, made permanent or allowed to sunset. Reports
from committee task forces on energy and individual tax provisions did not reach definitive conclusions, according
to Bloomberg BNA.

The 2020 OFDA Convention
will be held
April 14-17th
at the
Seaside Convention Center
in Seaside, Oregon

It’s expected that the Senate Finance Committee will debate
its own version of tax extenders in September instead of taking up the tax package advanced by the House Ways and
Means Committee in June. The Ways and Means tax extenders bill is offset by ending higher exemption levels for the estate tax at the end of 2022 instead of 2025 as currently
scheduled, and that is unlikely to win support from Senate
Republicans should it pass the House.
The Ways and Means Committee also advanced a measure to
repeal the 21% tax on the value of so-called fringe benefits,
such as free parking and mass transit assistance, that nonprofit employers offer or are required to provide to employees.
NFDA as part of the ASAE UBIT (Unrelated Business Income
Tax) Coalition have been advocating for repeal of this tax since
it was enacted as part of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

Mark your calendars now!

Repealing the tax has bipartisan support but House Democrats included UBIT repeal in a tax bill that also expands the
Earned Income Tax Credit and makes the Child Tax Credit fully
refundable. All of the tax bills passed out of the Ways and
Means Committee in June with just Democratic support, and
Democrats’ insistence so far on finding a way to pay for tax
extenders by raising taxes elsewhere is a non-starter for Republicans.
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OFDA Group Benefits
The OFDA has
partnerships with
3 endorsed providers and
2 discount programs
OFDA Partnerships and
Endorsed Providers

www.ofda.org

Federated Insurance Insurance Carrier
Hunter Warfield Collection Agency
American MemoryCraft Custom Hand-Blown Glass Urns
OFDA Discount Programs
Shilo Inns
Platt Electric Supply
For more information on our
endorsed providers or our
discount programs, call the
OFDA Office at 503.639.1186
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