Local Events

National Events

Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board Meetings

May 2019
16-17th
NFDA
Embalming & Restorative Art Seminar
Pittsburgh Institute Of Mortuary Science
Pittsburgh, PA

2019 Meeting Dates
Tuesday, July 9th
Tuesday, October 8th
Please note:
Meetings will typically be held at the
State Board Offices at
800 NE Oregon St, Suite 430
in Portland at 9 AM.
For official location information,
you can contact the OMCB at 971.673.1500

Funeral Service Practitioner &
Death Care Consultant
Exam Schedule
(Exams Held At The Portland State Office Building)

TBA

OFDA Events
2019 Convention
April 29th-May 2nd
Chinook Winds Resort
Lincoln City, Oregon

July 2019
13-16th
NFDA
Leadership Conference
Manchester Grand Hyatt
San Diego, CA

The Communicator

March/April 2019

20-25th
ICCFA
ICCFA University
Fogelman Executive Center
University of Memphis
Memphis, TN
August 2019
15-16th
NFDA
Embalming & Restorative Art Seminar
Location TBA
Nashville, TN
October 2019
27-30th
NFDA
2019 Annual Convention & Expo
Chicago, IL
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Dodge Day at MHCC:
Wednesday, April 24th
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OFDA 2019 Convention
April 29th to May 2nd in Lincoln City!

The 2019 OFDA Convention will be held
April 29th through May 2nd, in Lincoln City.
Join us at the coast!
*The Convention agenda is shown on Page 5 of this newsletter

Published bi-monthly
by the
Oregon Funeral
Directors Association
12725 SW 66th Ave.
Suite 105
Portland OR 97223
(503) 639.1186
Portions of this newsletter
are taken from other
sources and may not
represent all available data
or be complete statements.
An attorney or accountant
should be consulted on any
legal or tax matters.
Conclusions are based on
our best analysis of
industry information
sources.
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Bend
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Holly Houston
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Business Admin. Chair
Jeff Musgrove
Eugene

President’s Letter
CONVENTION 2019 IN LINCOLN CITY IS A DREAM
COMING TRUE!! The beach is a great place to
entertain family and friends. Please come join us
for a mind expanding experience and to simply
share a lot of fun. The more the merrier so come
one come all to listen, learn and be heard.
My dear colleagues,
Truly it has been my sincere pleasure to serve as
your OFDA president this past year. My goal was
simply to bridge the gap. Because of you, our
faithful members, the presidency quickly became
so much more. In reaching out to people
throughout the whole state, listening to concerns,
finding common ground, and cultivating
relationships, I found a sense of fulfillment that I
will cherish forever.
Let me remind you that in the state where so many
of our cities are largely populated by folks looking
for shelter in an environment perhaps less
crowded, less toxic, and more friendly, we have the
responsibility of building a culture of tolerance and
useful community. We are the primary creators of
meaningful, appropriate and affordable services to
insure healthy transitions, thus building stronger
sustainable communities. Ours is not a simple
task but it is perhaps the most rewarding
profession imaginable. I am so proud to be a part
of something so special. Thank you all for your
good efforts.

Board of Directors
Directors
Jason Widing
Redmond
Natasha Tjaarda
Stayton

Humbly yours,
Jerome Daniel
OFDA President

Executive Director’s Letter
Spring is here and with it the OFDA Convention just
around the corner. We are looking forward to
meeting with all of you at the Chinook Winds
Casino Resort hotel in Lincoln City on April 29th
through May 1st. We have a great agenda to be
presented with some very interesting and heartfelt
material that will benefit all. Oh, and let’s not
forget the annual Golf Tournament where the
proceeds go to fund the OFDA scholarship for
someone that will stay in Oregon and practice as a
Funeral Director and or Embalmer. We still have
room for more players and will register players
right up to tee time on Monday the 29th. If you still
need to sign up for the Convention, please do so
as soon as possible. Call the OFDA office if you
have any questions.
OFDA’s lobbyist Wally Ordeman has been very busy
in Salem with the legislature being in session. We
are fortunate to have Wally representing the
members of the OFDA and others in the industry
here in Oregon. His experience and ability to
navigate the challenges of the legislative
chambers in Salem have proven to be quite
effective in serving our needs and those of the
public. Wally and Chad Dresslehaus of the OMCB
will update everyone on the current activity in the
legislature regarding current bills that affect us at
the Convention - a must see on Tuesday, April 30th.
The OFDA will be publishing the District Meeting
schedules and proposed locations after the
Convention. Please annotate your calendars and
attend. If you have any suggestions as to the
discussion at these meetings, please send them to
rick@ofda.org
Thank you for your support,
Rick

Randy Schoonhoven
Bend
Alan Burns
Florence
Gene Drake
Medford

Executive Director
Rick Harvey

Lobbyist
Wally Ordeman
Ordeman Lobby Services,
LLC
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The Mt. Hood Funeral Service Program Needs Your Help!
Mt. Hood Community College Funeral Services Program has a
consistent need for bodies so students can get the necessary
personal experience in the lab (embalming, other preparation).
Transportation reimbursement is now available!
MHCC will pay $150.00 each way. Funeral homes can use this
program to offer free embalming to families - and the families
can know they are helping a great educational facility where
our new or future funeral directors and embalmers learn their
profession. If you bring us a body for embalming, and then
pick it up again, you can bill the college for $300.00.
It is essential that written permission
from the family be obtained
before bringing any bodies to the lab.
Indigent bodies may be embalmed as well.
For more information, contact Terri Makinson at
503.419.7967

We are currently accepting bodies for lab
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Refine Your Skills With Other
NFDA Education Offerings
Reprinted from a NFDA Press Release

New Catalog Released of Dr.
Alan Wolfelt's Educational
Seminars

Beyond the new NFDA Virtual Roundtables and free
The Center for Loss and Life Transition announces the
webinars, the association has a variety of offerings to help
funeral directors raise the bar professionally and personally. publication of their 2019-2021 Educational Seminars for
Bereavement Caregivers catalog. The Center for Loss and Life
Transition is dedicated to the education and support of both
NFDA’s certification and training programs include the
Arranger Training Program, Cremation Certification Program the bereaved and bereavement caregivers. Dr. Alan Wolfelt’s
seminars have evolved out of a demand for concise yet
and Certified Preplanning Consultant Program. These
programs offer an in-depth exploration of issues that funeral comprehensive information in the area of death education and
counseling. During these four-day training sessions, Dr. Wolfelt
directors encounter on a daily basis. The tips, tools and
techniques learned during these seminars can transform a teaches practical ways to “companion” people in grief. These
seminars are designed to meet the needs of people from a
funeral director’s approach to serving families and lead to
variety of backgrounds, including hospice staff and volunteers,
increased client satisfaction.
mental health care providers, social workers, clergy, school
personnel, funeral directors, nurses and physicians, students
NFDA Online Learning Courses enable funeral directors to
learn from the best experts in funeral service to boost their and other interested professionals, as well as lay people.
business knowledge and skills wherever and whenever they
have Internet access. In recent months, NFDA has unveiled Author, educator, and grief counselor Dr. Alan Wolfelt serves as
Director of the Center for Loss and Life Transition in Fort
new courses such as:
Collins, Colorado. A past recipient of the Association for Death
Education and Counseling's Death Educator Award, he also
• Embalming Risk Management (3 CE Hours)
serves on the faculty at the University of Colorado Medical
• 2018 Annual All-staff Training with the FTC Funeral
School in the Department of Family Medicine. He is the author
Rule Coordinator (3 CE Hours)
of numerous books on grief and loss and is often consulted by
• Approaching Trauma Cases with Confidence (3 CE
popular media sources on a variety of grief related topics.
Hours)
The Educational Seminars catalog is available in both physical
• Demonstration of Soft Tissue Repair (4 CE Hours)
and digital formats. To view and to learn more about Dr.
• Supporting Pregnancy Loss Families (3 CE Hours)
Wolfelt’s bereavement caregiver trainings.
• Do-It-Yourself Memorials (with a Little Help from the
Funeral Director) (2 CE hours)
• Mastering the Art of Funeral Home Phone Etiquette (1
CE Hour)
• The Relevance of Restorative Art (3 CE)
Reprinted from the NFDA Memorial Business Journal,
• RSVP: I'll See You at My Living Funeral (2 CE Hours)
1/3/2019
Ten Tools for Stress Relief (3 CE Hours)
With the turning of a new year on the calendar, a number of
NFDA’s conferences and events, which culminate with the
new state laws are enacted. With North Carolina having voted
annual International Convention & Expo, are specially
to legalize alkaline hydrolysis last year, the number of states
planned to help funeral professionals take their career and that permit the process has increased to 18 - Alabama, Califorbusiness to the next level. These events offer a chance to
nia, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Maine,
grow personally and professionally through unique
Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada, North Carolina, Oreopportunities to learn from the some of the best minds in
gon, Utah, Vermont, and Wyoming.
the profession and network with peers.
In the past few years, several states have had alkaline
May 16-17 – Embalming & Restorative Art Seminar
hydrolysis bills introduced. A bill in Ohio was defeated in 2012
Pittsburgh, PA
after it passed the Senate but never got out of committee in the
July 13-16 – Leadership Conference
House due to the Catholic Conference of Bishops’ opposition.
San Diego, CA
New Hampshire originally passed a law in 2008 allowing
August 15-16 – Embalming & Restorative Art Seminar
alkaline hydrolysis; it was later repealed. A 2013 effort to pass
Nashville, TN
a new bill failed. An earlier effort in New York failed, and it has
October 27-30 – NFDA International Convention & Expo
not been re-introduced. In 2017, bills were introduced in
Chicago, IL
Indiana, Utah and Washington. Indiana’s bill failed, Utah’s bill
passed in 2018, and Washington’s HB 1700 is still pending.

18 States Now Permit
Alkaline Hydrolysis
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Keeping Historic Cemeteries
Alive! Talk at 4 Daughters
Reprinted from a OCHC Press Release, 4/1/2019
Join the Oregon Commission on Historic Cemeteries at 4
Daughters, 126 West Main Street, Medford, for Keeping
Historic Cemeteries Alive! The free event will be April 24 at
7:00 p.m. The presentation explores events in historic
cemeteries to connect people with their local history.
Cemeteries have a purpose for mourning and
memorialization. They also hold the continuous history of
the community, the cultural trends over decades and
preserved natural space.
The presentation will include a historic portrayal,
descriptions of music and other events found in cemeteries
in Oregon and beyond. Presenters include commissioners
Mike Leamy from Astoria, Mark Petrie with Confederated
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians from
North Bend, and Milo Reed, on the board of Oregon Black
Pioneers from Portland. Joining the commissioners will be
Dirk Siedlecki with the Friends of Jacksonville Pioneer
Cemetery.

Events At
Jacksonville Cemetery
On Saturday, May 11th, History Saturday in the Cemetery
programs resume at 10:00 AM and will continue on the
second Saturday of the month through August 10th. The
topic of the May program is "From a Gold Town to a Trading
and Business Center" Also returning in May is our popular
Tuesday Evening Cemetery Strolls. The May 14th stroll
which starts at 6:30 PM, will focus on some of the
cemetery's Mysteries and Myths.
Both of these programs are free and no advance
reservations are required. Meet your docents at the top of
the cemetery road where parking is available. Donations are
always appreciated and help support our work in caring for
Jacksonville's Pioneer Cemetery. The Tuesday Strolls will
take place on the second Tuesday of each month though
August 13th.
Please mark your calendars for our Community Cemetery
Clean-up Day on Saturday, May 18th from 8:00 AM to 12
noon. Help us prepare the cemetery grounds for Memorial
Day and visiting family and friends. Bring gloves to wear, gas
operated weed eaters, blowers, mowers, rakes and pruners.
Morning refreshments and coffee will be offered along with
our gratitude and appreciation.
Please visit our web site for complete details at:
www.friendsjvillecemetery.org/
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OFDA Group Benefits
The OFDA has
partnerships with
3 endorsed providers and
2 discount programs
OFDA Partnerships and
Endorsed Providers

www.ofda.org

Federated Insurance Insurance Carrier
Hunter Warfield Collection Agency
American MemoryCraft Custom Hand-Blown Glass Urns
OFDA Discount Programs
Shilo Inns
Platt Electric Supply
For more information on our
endorsed providers or our
discount programs, call the
OFDA Office at 503.639.1186
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